Study Guide- The Odyssey by Homer
1. What is the definition of an epic hero?

2. What is the definition of an epic simile?

3. To whom does Homer pray at the beginning of The Odyssey?

4. In Part I, to whom is Odysseus (through Homer) telling his story?

5. Where does Odysseus go first when he and his crew leave Troy?

6. What happens at this first stop?  

7. Which god becomes angry with the men?                        What is the result of his anger?

8. Where do they land next?

9. How has Odysseus learned from what happened at the first stop?

10. How do the events of this stopover show that Odysseus is an epic hero?

11. Where do Odysseus and the crew stop next?

12. What does Odysseus do that shows he is planning ahead before they land?

13. How many men does Odysseus take with him?                        How many return to the ship with him?

14. Describe the Cyclops and his community.

15. What is the Cyclops’s opinion of Zeus?

16. How long are the men trapped in the Cyclops’s cave?

17. How do they suffer while in the cave?

18. What do they do to gain an advantage over the Cyclops?

19. Name two ways in which Odysseus shows himself to be an epic hero while with the Cyclops.

20. Name one way in which Odysseus is NOT heroic on the Cyclops island.

21. What does the Cyclops pray/request?
22. To whom does he pray, and does his prayer come true?

23. Where do Odysseus and his men land next?                      How many times do they go there?           Why?

24. After leaving that island, where do the men go?

25. What happens to them there?

26. Who is Circe?

27. What does she do to the men while they are on her island?

28. Where do they go next, at her direction?                    Why?

29. Who does Odysseus see in the Land of the Dead?

30. What does the prophet foretell for Odysseus and his crew?  

31. Why does the crew return to Circe’s island?

32. Name five warnings that Circe gives to Odysseus.

33. Which of the five warnings does Odysseus share with his men?                                                 

      Why those and not the others?

34. How does the boat get by the Sirens?

35. What is Scylla?                             What is Charybdis?

36. What happens the first time Odysseus passes by Scylla and Charybdis?
37. How does this show that Odysseus is an epic hero?

38. Then, where do they stop over, and how long do they stay there?

39. What order do they disobey?                         What are the arguments to disobey the order?

40. Why does Zeus tell Helios that he will avenge the crime on the crew?

41. Why is the sudden good weather actually a curse?

42. What happens when the ship puts to sea?

43. How does Odysseus save himself from the wreck?

44. Where does he drift?           

45. How does he save himself there?

46. Why does he now know that Zeus is no longer mad?

47. Where does Odysseus stay for ten years as a slave?
48. How does Odysseus get home?

49. Which goddess visits Odysseus and promises him help when he returns to Ithaca?
50. How is Odysseus dressed?                               In whose home does he eat?
51. Who is Telemachus?

52. Who is Odysseus’s wife and Telemachus’s mother?
53. What are Telemachus’s first two reactions when Odysseus appears without his beggar clothing?

54. Who cries first?

55. Why does Telemachus doubt his father when he promises help from Zeus and Athena?

56. What five tasks does Odysseus ask Telemachus to do for him regarding the suitors?

57. Who is Argus?

58. What is symbolic of Argus’s situation?

59. Name four things the suitors have been doing or plotting while Odysseus has been away.

60. How do the suitors treat Odysseus when he first arrives at the dining hall?

61. Who is the leader of the suitors?

62. What does Odysseus wish for him? 

63. How does that fit with what Penelope and her servant wish for him?

64. Why does Penelope ask to have the beggar brought to her chambers to talk?
65. At this point, does Odysseus reveal himself to her?

66. What does he promise her?

67. How has Penelope avoided marrying the suitors for so long?

68. What is the challenge she issues to select the suitor she will marry?

69. Which suitor succeeds in the challenge?

70. In the epic simile telling of Odysseus stringing his bow, to what is he compared?

71. After he wins the competition, what does Odysseus do before he reveals himself to the suitors?

72. How was Antinous’s fate foreshadowed?

73. Why is the manner of his death ironic?

74. What does Eurymachus propose to Odysseus?
75. Does Odysseus accept his idea?

76. Besides Telemachus, who else helps Odysseus?

77. After all the suitors are dead, to what does Homer compare them in another epic simile?

78. How does Penelope react at first when Odysseus is presented to her as her lost husband?

79. How does she test him to see if he is who he says he is?

80. Describe the bed.

81. What does Penelope say she has learned from Odysseus?

82. How does Odysseus die?
