Name ______________________________  Per. ________
Great Books:  The Odyssey

1.
What is an odyssey?


Give an example of a modern day odyssey.

2.
Approximately when did The Odyssey by Homer take place?

             Many critics say The Odyssey was the first ____________________________.
3.
How many lines long is The Odyssey?

4.
In which literary work do modern readers first meet Odysseus?

What are two of the sayings modern man has developed from the Trojan War?

5.
Why has The Odyssey remained so popular?


What is an archetype?

6.
What do all the tests Odysseus suffers represent to ordinary man?

7.
How long should Odysseus’s trip home have taken?


How long does it actually take?

8.
Summarize what happens on the island of the Cyclops.


What is the mistake the Cyclops makes?


What is the mistake Odysseus makes?


Who does the Cyclops call upon to take revenge on Odysseus?

9.
How many destinations does Odysseus visit during his return trip to Ithaca?

Where are some?


At the end of his voyage, how many of his ships and men remain?

10.
What roles did myths play in ancient Greek life?

According to historians, what does Athena represent in The Odyssey?


What does Poseidon represent?

11.
According to historians and critics, what makes man noble?

12.
In The Odyssey, what happens on Circe’s Island?


What does her action symbolize?

13.
In The Odyssey, who is Calypso?


What does her name represent?


What does she offer Odysseus?




What does he choose?

14.
What are the temptations that Odysseus and his men must pass by during their voyage?
15.
What choice does Odysseus make at Scylla and Charybdis?
16.
By the time Odysseus arrives in Ithaca, how long has he been gone?


What has been going on at home during his absence?

17.
What Odysseus’s wife’s name?


What has she done to make the suitors wait?

18.
How does Odysseus disguise himself when he returns to his palace?


Why?





How do the suitors treat him?

19.
What is Penelope’s challenge to the suitors?

20.
What do the gods do for Odysseus?

What is his responsibility?


What do the critics imply about Odysseus’s old age?

