The Hero’s Journey

Movie List*

You have studied the hero cycle as it appears in classical Greek myths about Jason, Perseus, Theseus and Hercules; now, you are about to embark on the voyage of Odysseus, a hero of epic proportions, who paved the way for modern protagonists and their adventures as portrayed in contemporary literature and film.  

You may do this modern movie project on your own or with a classmate. Select one title from the following list of movies, watch the movie outside of class, and discuss the hero’s situation and his/her journey with your partner.  Then, write an argument essay together (following the model we have used previously) to prove or disprove that the protagonist follows the required steps of the classical hero cycle.  Remember to acknowledge the counterargument and use the stages of the hero cycle diagram as your basis to argue in favor of or against your character and his/her movie.  
Your argument must be at least two typewritten pages (double-spaced, 12-point font, MLA heading and one-inch margins).  To build your argument, you should clearly present two pieces of evidence per body paragraph (six references to specifics from the movie) to identify how your hero’s journey may or may not fit the hero cycle. Cite the trials your hero/heroine suffers during the journey, the heroic qualities he or she demonstrates and how he/she completes the journey to include a boon connected with a cause greater than himself/herself.  Of course, you may also argue that the protagonist is NOT a hero.
Effective organization of your argument will include four or five paragraphs in which 

· the introduction contains a hook, summarizes the plot of the movie in about three sentences, acknowledges the counterargument and ends with a thesis statement citing two or three targeted reasons, which will form the basis of the body paragraphs, to argue why your selected protagonist is or is not a hero. 
· the body paragraphs cite specific events and characters from your selected movie (AT LEAST TWO specific examples per body paragraph) to prove how the protagonist fits the hero cycle. DO NOT JUST RETELL THE STORY; you should be analyzing and evaluating key events that fit the labels on the circle, which you should also define as part of your argument.  Explain if any criteria are not met.  Acknowledge the counterargument in each body paragraph.
· the conclusion summarizes why the movie and its protagonist do or do not fit the pattern of the hero cycle.  This paragraph should include a summary of why others might present a counterargument but why your argument is more valid.  Remember to use effective transitional words from idea to idea and paragraph to paragraph.
	Karate Kid (any of the series)
Neverending Story

Top Gun

Apollo 13

Dead Poets Society

Field of Dreams

Indiana Jones movies (any)
The Lion King

The Natural

The Princess Bride

Rocky (any)
Crocodile Dundee
The Wizard of Oz
The Three Musketeers
Clash of the Titans

O Brother, Where Art Thou?

The Matrix movies (any)
Robin Hood

A Beautiful Mind

Captain America
Troy

Thor

The Hobbit

E.T.
	Finding Forrester

The Princess Diaries

Gladiator

Cold Mountain

Finding Nemo or Finding Dory
Lord of the Rings (or any of the Hobbit films)
True Grit 
Shrek (any)
Iron Eagle
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon

The Little Mermaid

Toy Story (any of the series)
Mulan

Beauty and the Beast

Home Alone

Land Before Time

Back to the Future

Star Wars or Star Trek (any)
Dances with Wolves

Romancing the Stone
The Avengers

Spiderman
Harry Potter (any)




Your written analysis of the hero cycle will be due on ____________________________________.

*This list was compiled by a group of teachers from various states.  If you want to view a movie that is not on this list, it must be PG-13 or lower in rating; if it is rated R, your parent(s) must email me his/her/their permission to allow you to watch and write about the film.  If you are doing the project with a partner, his or her parent(s) must email me, as well.
