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Shakespeare in the Classroom
1.
According to the filmmakers, why is Shakespeare still so popular?

2.
List the five facts that are known about William Shakespeare:


a.


b.


c.


d.


e.

3.
What were the main elements that made Shakespeare’s plays so well received?

4.
What was the common denominator (or almost so) in 1593 London?

5.
What were the theaters like in 16th century London?


At what time of day were plays performed?


Who were the actors?


Which two elements took the place of the special effects we rely on today?


What was important about the clothing of the time?


What was the opinion most government officials had of the theater?

6.
What was the name of Shakespeare’s theater?


Does it still stand today?

7.
What were the three elements that were sure to “sell” a play to the public?


Who was a more popular playwright than Shakespeare in the 16th century?


Who was the most well known actor?


To which acting troupe did he belong?

8.
List three major differences between the production of a 16th century play and ones of today:


a.


b.


c.

9.
What were seen as the “givens” for women of the 16th century?

10.
Who was the English queen at the time of Shakespeare?


Why is it believed that she enjoyed theater so much?

11.
Which play of Shakespeare’s formed the backdrop for Romeo and Juliet?


Was Romeo and Juliet an original play written by Shakespeare?


12.
What made Shakespeare’s rendering of Romeo and Juliet unique?
