Romeo and Juliet

Study Guide

Prologue

What is the purpose of the Prologue?

What are some of the details it gives us about the upcoming play?
Act 1

Scene 1

1. Benvolio is the peacemaker in the play. His name comes from the Latin words “bene,” which means “good,” and “volo,” which means “I wish.”  Mercutio is hot-headed and fanciful, as his name implies. Give one example of behavior by Benvolio to show that his name is appropriate.
What is Tybalt’s personality?

2. Why is Prince Escalus upset about the feuding?
3. Benvolio and the Montagues are concerned about Romeo. Why?

4. What information is Benvolio able to get from Romeo?
5. Find lines that show Romeo is a romantic young man.
6. What advice does Benvolio give Romeo?  What is Romeo’s reaction?

Scene 2

7. Why has Paris come to see Lord Capulet?

8.  How old is Juliet?
  

How many brothers and sisters does she have?

9.  What is Capulet’s reply to Paris?
10.   How do Romeo and his friends find out about the Capulets’ party?
11.  Why does Benvolio want Romeo to attend Capulets’ party?  
12.  Why does Romeo agree to go?

Scene 3

13. What happened to Nurse’s daughter?

14.  What purpose do Nurse’s ramblings about Juliet serve?
 What does the Nurse say she’d swear on, if she had that many?
15.  How does Juliet feel about getting married?

16.  Was it a compliment to be called “a man of wax” in Shakespeare’s time?

Scene 4

17.  Find a line that describes Romeo’s mood as he and his friends go to the party. 
18.  How do Mercutio’s actions show us his personality?    

 How is his name appropriate to his behavior?

19.   Who is Queen Mab?


What does she look like?

20.   Reread lines 106-113. What technique is being used here? Paraphrase the speech.
21. From Romeo’s speech, do you think the Elizabethans believed people had control over their lives or that   

       Fate had things all planned out?
Scene 5

22.  Quote the line that shows Romeo realizes he was never in love with Rosaline.

23.  Tybalt’s anger at the presence of a Montague bears out the hot-tempered nature of his character. 
Give the line that reveals what action he would like to take.
24.  What does Lord Capulet’s acceptance of Romeo’s presence tell you about him?

25.  What kind of reputation does Romeo have?

26.  Juliet does not admit to Nurse that she has fallen in love with Romeo. Why do you think this is so? Would she be more likely to tell Nurse or her mother?

27.  Explain lines 134-135: “Go ask his name. If he be married,/My grave is like to be my marriage bed.”

Act 2

Scene 1

28. What is the purpose of this brief scene?

29.  Do Romeo’s friends know that Romeo has fallen in love with Juliet? How do you know?

Scene 2

30.  According to Romeo, why is the moon “sick and pale with grief”?

31.  How do Romeo and Juliet feel about their respective last names?

32.  Why is Romeo unafraid to tell Juliet how he feels?

33.  Cite lines that show Juliet is less impulsive than Romeo.

34.  Why doesn’t Juliet want Romeo to swear by the moon?

35.  Who brings up the idea of marriage?

36.  According to Romeo’s last words in this scene, where do you think the next scene will take place?

Scene 3

37. Cite the lines that show how Friar Lawrence regards plants.

38.  Why does Friar Lawrence think Romeo has “sinned”?

39.  Explain what Friar Lawrence meant by, “Young men’s love then lies/ Not truly in their hearts but in their eyes.”  Do you agree?

40.  Why did Friar Lawrence agree to marry Romeo and Juliet? Cite the lines that tell you.

41.  What advice does the Friar give Romeo at the end of the scene?  
        Does Romeo seem likely to take his friend’s advice?

Scene 4

42.  How do you know that Tybalt is still angry?

43.  Romeo does not tell his friends about Juliet.  What does this silence reveal about him?
44.  Why does Shakespeare include this humorous scene with Nurse?

45.  What instructions does Romeo give Nurse?

Scene 5

46.  Why is Juliet worried and frustrated at the beginning of the scene?

47.   When Nurse arrives, how does she act?

48.   How does Nurse seem to feel about the marriage?

Scene 6 

49.  Find a line that expresses a feeling of foreboding.

50.  What advice does the Friar give Romeo about love? Cite the lines.

51.  How soon after meeting one another have Romeo and Juliet married?

Act 3

Scene 1

52.  Who is the first to mention the possibility of a fight?

53.  Why does Benvolio urge Tybalt and Mercutio to take their fight off the streets?

54.  How does Romeo act when he and Tybalt first meet?  Why?

55.  Why does Romeo’s behavior toward Tybalt anger Mercutio?

56.  How is Mercutio stabbed?

57.  To the very end, Mercutio retains his wit.  Give an example of a pun in lines 94-101.

58.  Why does Romeo decide to fight Tybalt?

59.  Why doesn’t Prince Escalus have Romeo executed?

60. The climax or turning point of the play occurs when there is a sudden change in the   

        protagonist’s situation.  Why is this scene the turning point of Romeo and Juliet?
Scene 2

61.  At first, who does Juliet think is dead?

62.  When Juliet finds out that Romeo killed Tybalt, what is her first reaction?

63.   Ultimately, does she blame Romeo for killing him?

64.  What is Nurse’s opinion of men in general?

65.  Once the shock is over, what does Juliet realize?

66.  What one word is more awful than Juliet’s whole family being killed?

67.  In light of what has happened, what does Juliet plan to do?

68.  What symbol of her love does Juliet send Romeo?

69.  Where is Romeo hiding?

Scene 3

70.  Would Romeo prefer death to exile?  How do you know?(quote lines)

71.  What effect does Romeo’s reaction to the prince’s decree have on Friar Lawrence?
72.  What news does Nurse bring?

73.  What is Romeo afraid that Juliet feels?

74.  What does Friar Lawrence tell Romeo he should be happy about?

75.  What does the friar tell Romeo he should do?

76.  What does Nurse give Romeo that “revives his comfort”?
Scenes 4 & 5

77.  What plans does Lord Capulet make for Thursday?

78.   Is this another example of dramatic irony? Explain.

79.   With what hope does Romeo leave Juliet?

80.  Find an example of foreboding in this scene.

81.  In what ways does Juliet mislead her mother?

82.  Is Juliet’s response to her mother’s news in keeping with the way she normally acts toward her parents?

83.  What causes Capulet to lose his temper?

84.  Does Nurse understand Juliet’s grief at Romeo’s banishment and her determination not to marry Paris?

85.  Paraphrase Juliet’s last speech in this scene.

Act 4

Scene 1

86.  Is there anything actually wrong with Paris?  

        Does it seem as though he would be a good husband?

87.  What does Paris try to get Juliet to say that she refuses to say?
88.  What does Juliet say she is willing to suffer in order to avoid marrying Paris?

 Why is one of these choices ironic?
89.  What solution to the problem does the friar offer to Juliet?

90.  Is Juliet fearful of taking the potion?

91.  How long will the effects of the potion last?

92.  What other choices did Friar Lawrence have at this point?  
        How did Juliet convince him that he must come up with a solution?

Scene 2

93.  How does Juliet please Capulet in this scene?

94.  What does Capulet’s reaction to Juliet’s apology tell you about him?
95.  How does Juliet’s apology affect the Capulets’ plans?
Scene 3

96.  How does Juliet rid herself of Nurse and her mother?

97.   If the potion does not work, what will Juliet do?

98.  What doubts does Juliet have about Friar Lawrence?

99.   Does Juliet ever doubt that Romeo will come for her?

100. What other fears does Juliet have?

Scene 4 & 5

101. Identify the technique used once again in these scenes.

102. Who discovers Juliet’s body?

103. Give an example of the personification of death.  To what else is death compared?

104. Does Capulet feel badly about his treatment of Juliet, or to blame himself in any way for her death?

105. Does Friar Lawrence comfort the mourners?
Act 5

Scene 1

106. What is Romeo’s mood before he receives the new about Juliet?

107. What happens in this scene that Friar Lawrence didn’t consider?

108. Is this another example of coincidence?

109. What line tells you that Romeo is no longer willing to accept fate as the master of his life and that he is going to take charge of it himself?
110. Although it is illegal to sell poison in Mantua, Romeo is able to convince the apothecary to make the sale. Why?
111. Why does Romeo call the poison a “cordial”?

112. Is there still a chance that Romeo won’t go through with the suicide?  
 What could happen to prevent him?

Scene 2 & 3

113. Why is Paris at the Capulets’ vault?

114. Why does Balthasar hide near the tomb even though Romeo told him to go away?

115. Does Paris want to kill Romeo?
  Does Paris want Romeo to die?                         How and why?
116. Does Romeo want to kill Paris?

117. What does Romeo say to Tybalt?

118. What does Romeo notice about Juliet that might have made him wonder if she is really dead?

119. What are Romeo’s dying words?

120. When Friar Lawrence finds Romeo and Paris dead, what plan does he devise for Juliet?  
         Why didn’t he want her simply to return to her parents?

121. How did Juliet get the opportunity to kill herself with the friar there?

122. Who else is a victim of the tragedy?

123. Who or what are the sources that reveal the chain of events to the families and to the Prince?

124. What does Price Escalus mean in lines 292-293, “See what a scourge is laid upon your hate/ That   

         heaven finds means to kill your joys with love!’  How is he stating the irony of the situation?

125. Does Prince Escalus blame himself?

126. What does Montague offer to do as a token of friendship?
127.  What does Capulet offer?

