Of Mice and Men: Argument Essay

Purpose: The purpose of this essay is to argue your position about the friendship of George and Lennie.
Audience: Your audience is any adolescent or adult who has read the book.  You may assume your audience knows the plot and characters; however, a brief, focused review of any specific events you will be discussing is required to give your essay context.  Always keep in mind that although your audience is anybody who can read Of Mice and Men, the evaluator is your English teacher, so your level of diction, depth of thought, and sentence style should meet academic standards
Prompt:  According to Lickerman’s article “The True Meaning of Friendship,” to what extent do George and Lennie have a true friendship?
Organization: You will organize your essay in traditional, five-paragraph argument form.  The introductory paragraph will give the essay context and end with a divided thesis that acknowledges the counterargument.  The three body paragraphs (major supports) will have at least two citations (quotes) each, will be connected by effective transitions, and will be ordered from the second strongest, to the weakest, to the strongest support for your position. The concluding paragraph will restate your thesis and give the essay relevance by making a universal application.  In each body paragraph, you will acknowledge the counterargument to your position.
Support: Support for your position comes from Lickerman’s article and from quotations you take from the novel.  Use those relevant quotations from Of Mice and Men to serve as evidence of Lickerman’s insights and as illustrative examples to make your point.

that your position in the paragraph is justified.
Format: As always, you should format your paper in proper MLA style.  Proper in-text citations for your six quotations are required.  For example in (Steinbeck 45) and (Lickerman 21), the Steinbeck citations will align with pages in the book while the Lickerman citations will refer to lines in the article.
Essay Planning: Use the graphic organizer below to plan your essay.
What is my opinion about the topic of the prompt? (Strongly agree, strongly disagree, somewhere in between)
Why do I believe this? (It is important to have at least three reasons here!)

1. 

2.

3.
4.

5.

What are the examples from the novel that I could use to help support my opinion? (No need to quote here – just list them; you can find the exact quotes later.)

1. 

2.

3. 

Essay Organization: Fill out the graphic organizer below to outline your essay.
My thesis:

Support #1 – the second strongest of your three points: 

Quotation support:

Support #2 – the weakest of your three points: 

Quotation support:

Support #3 – the strongest of your three points: 

Quotation support:

Introduction Paragraph Example:  Read the paragraph and identify the following parts of the introduction. 

· Underline the hook. 

· Put a box around the summary of the story. 

· Circle the title and the author’s name. 
· Put stars at the beginning and end of the thesis statement. 
· Then, fill in the blanks of the thesis statement and answer the three questions at the bottom of the page. 

Example: When exactly is the right time to decide to end the suffering of a loved one?  What does it take to make such a decision, and how would one ever truly know if he or she is justified in doing so? George Milton faces these questions at the end of John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men.  After a seemingly endless string of mishaps and misadventures, George’s best friend, the mentally challenged giant Lennie Small, finally makes the innocent but irreversible mistake of killing a woman at the ranch where they work.  As the men of the ranch pursue Lennie to bring him to justice, probably by killing him in cold blood, George must decide whether to try to escape with Lennie, turn him over to the men or the law, or end Lennie’s life quickly and peacefully himself.  Although many might argue that killing Lennie is the ultimate betrayal of friendship, George makes the right decision because __________________, ____________________, and ____________________.

What will be the focus of:

BP #1

BP #2

BP #3 
Essay Configuration: Use the graphic organizer below to create the rough draft of your essay.

Paragraph 1: Introduction

· Start with an attention-getter like a universal truth, an anecdote, a quote, a description of how readers respond to the book, a shocking generalization, etc. that is relevant to the topic of friendship. If you are going to use a question, make sure it CANNOT be answered with a yes or a no.
· Then, mention the author’s full name (John Steinbeck), the underlined title of the book (Of Mice and Men), and a brief plot summary that covers the entire book and acknowledges George’s shooting of Lennie.  The summary will help focus your paper on your thesis statement and how George’s killing of Lennie proves or disproves their friendship. 
· Finally, end with your thesis statement in which you acknowledge the argument AGAINST your position as well as state your position and the three reasons you are right.  Make sure the thesis statement doesn’t sound “tacked on.”  Make it flow.
	My attention-getter:



	My plot summary with mention of book and author: 



	My three-part thesis: 




*Remember, this is all one paragraph!
Paragraph 2/Body Paragraph #1: First support paragraph – the second strongest of your three points

· Start with your topic sentence which focuses your paragraph on one idea. Pick one aspect from the Lickerman article as your focus of the paragraph. Notice that the topic sentence begins with a transition that indicates your argument has started. (One reason, To begin, First of all, First…)

· Develop your paragraph by citing and commenting on Lickerman’s analysis and linking evidence from the book to the reasons stated in his article
· End by connecting your paragraph back to your thesis.  

	My Topic Sentence:  General idea from the article.
According to Dr. Alex Lickerman, true friendship requires a commitment to each other’s happiness.


	Evidence / Quote from Lickerman’s article and analysis / evaluation / interpretation (explaining the quote as support of the topic sentence.  Note: there should be more attention given to analysis than to evidence; do not merely narrate but rather analyze the significance of what is observed.   
He contends that “a true friend is consistently willing to put your happiness before your friendship”  (Lickerman 31-32).  He implies that a true friend would rather risk losing your friendship by telling you something or doing something for you that is in your best interest.  That means a true friend is not just looking at the present but hoping for a good future for you.
Evidence (quote from novel) and analysis / evaluation / interpretation (explaining the quote as support of the topic sentence.  Note: there should be more attention given to analysis than evidence. Again, do not merely narrate. Acknowledge the counter view that opposes your position, but show that your approach is stronger and better supported by Lickerman.
George makes the difficult decision to kill Lennie when Lennie’s own actions give him a serious and bleak outlook for the future; he faces either death at the hands of Curley or imprisonment in a mental institution for the rest of his life.  Not wanting to have his friend suffer, George, instead, “[raises] the gun … his hand [shakes] violently, but his face [is] set and… he [pulls] the trigger” (Steinbeck 106).  George makes sure Lennie hears the story of their dream farm and knows that, although he has done another “bad thing”, George has never been mad at him.


	My paragraph conclusion that connects everything in this ¶ back to my thesis: 

Although some would contend that murder is an act of brutality, George actually ensures Lennie’s happiness by preventing a future filled with pain and suffering and allowing him to die with the happy thoughts of the farm and memories of his time with George.
*Remember, this is all one paragraph!


Paragraph 3/Body Paragraph #2: Second support paragraph – the weakest of your three points

· Now, just do it again with your second reason. Make sure that the topic sentence begins with a transition that creates coherence with your previous paragraph (Next, In addition, Similarly, Another reason, Along with that…).
	My Topic Sentence:



	Evidence / Quote from article and analysis / evaluation / interpretation (explaining the quote as support of the topic sentence.  Note: there should be more attention given to analysis than evidence. 
Evidence (quote from novel) and analysis / evaluation / interpretation (explaining the quote as support of the topic sentence.  Note: there should be more attention given to analysis than evidence. Acknowledge the counter view that opposes your position, but show that your approach is stronger and better supported by Lickerman.


	My paragraph conclusion that connects everything in this ¶ back to my thesis:




*Remember, this is all one paragraph.
Paragraph 4/Body Paragraph #3: Third support paragraph – the strongest of your three points

· And do the same again with your third and best reason. Make sure the topic sentence begins with a transition that creates coherence with your previous paragraph.
	My Topic Sentence:



	Evidence / Quote from article and analysis / evaluation / interpretation (explaining the quote as support of the topic sentence.  Note: there should be more attention given to analysis than evidence. 
Evidence (quote from novel) and analysis / evaluation / interpretation (explaining the quote as support of the topic sentence.  Note: there should be more attention given to analysis than evidence. Acknowledge the counter view that opposes your position, but show that your approach is stronger and better supported by Lickerman.


	My paragraph conclusion that connects everything in this ¶ back to my thesis:  

*Remember, this is all one paragraph.


Paragraph 5: Conclusion

· Begin your conclusion by restating your thesis. Make sure that you reword each topic sentence of the body paragraphs. This should be in three separate sentences. Two things you should always remember: 
· 1) Be absolutely sure you don’t just repeat the thesis you used in your introduction, and 
· 2) Do not introduce any new information in your conclusion.

· Briefly remind the reader of why you are right by summarizing your arguments. Be sure to state these briefly and differently than in your original thesis or support paragraphs or you will sound redundant.  Reinforce why your reasons are stronger than any objections given by those who take the opposite position.
· End with the usual flair of the “So what?” conclusion.  Tell the readers why they should care; give them something to think about, make a prediction, connect them to your side of the argument, make it relevant to their own lives.
	My restated thesis:



	My argument summary to remind the reader why I am right: (why George and Lennie have a true friendship or not) 


	My “So What” Statement: (Link to a deeper thought, universal truth) Why is this a book that many high school students are required to read? What can we learn from this novel? 



*Remember, this is all one paragraph!
Title: Take a phrase from the “So What” as your title.

