ENGLISH 9CP Pre-EThOS 

Thousand Oaks High School  2019-2020
TEXTBOOKS:

Literature:   myPerspectives




The curriculum also includes several novels and non-fiction readings 

                                                related to the textbook and fiction selections.
TEACHER:


Ms. Eileen Moore

EMAIL:


emoore@conejousd.org 
WEB SITE:


msemoore.weebly.com   (Look at this site for homework/assignments and
                                                handouts. I post assignments and tests on Q AFTER they are graded.) 
OFFICE HOURS:

I am available for extra help and meetings after school as well as during 

                                                lunch. Check with me for availability on your day of choice.
IN THE CLASSROOM  
The mission of the Thousand Oaks High School EThOS Entrepreneurship Academy is to educate a diverse and motivated student population by providing a challenging program with a business and entrepreneurial focus, opportunities for business and community involvement, and a model for responsible lifelong learning with an emphasis on post-secondary career and education. 
As English students, you explore the intent of language—to communicate and to exchange ideas.  Writers write to educate and to entertain; the best do both.  We study and write about universal themes of fiction and non-fiction to understand not only historical peoples and other cultures but also ourselves, our present condition, and our future. By taking a close look at the great writers who have gone before us, we are able to communicate ideas better with our contemporaries as well as with future generations.  For freshmen exploring the diverse opportunities of high school, this class will ask you to challenge yourself, take risks and look at subjects from new perspectives while learning to solve problems creatively, work productively in teams, make connections with subject matter in other classes and strengthen your written and verbal communication skills in real world situations. 
CELL PHONE and CHROMEBOOK POLICY  
Once you have been issued a Chromebook for use the school year, you will have no need of your cell phone in class and must place it in the silent or off mode in the numbered phone bag by my desk.  THIS WILL HELP ME TAKE ATTENDANCE EVERY DAY.  If you fail to put your mobile device in your assigned space, you could be marked absent. 
Occasionally, we may use cell phones for academic instruction.  I will confiscate your cell phone if you are
not using it for classroom purposes; I will then turn it in to security or the front office, give you a detention, and call home.  If you claim NOT to have a cell phone on any occasion, that claim will be verified with your parent by phone call or by email.  If your claim proves to be false, the consequences will be severe; they will BEGIN with TWO detentions and escalate rapidly.  Subsequent offenses will result in greater consequences.  You will use your Chromebook to access information on the Internet and to write and submit documents to me, not to play games or engage in social media.  Members of Pre-EThOS are mature and can make the distinction in order to act responsibly. I trust you will give your full, undividedattention to learning during class time.
FOOD   DO NOT EAT in the classroom. You may have water as long as it is in a bottle with a screw cap to 
avoid spills.

BATHROOM BREAKS  Occasional trips to the restroom may be necessary, but habitual, daily requests will be seen as abusive and will not be allowed to continue.

HOMEWORK/ASSIGNMENTS Turn in all assignments on time, and do not spend class periods doing homework FOR ANY CLASS when you should be listening to lectures and discussions or collaborating with classmates. ALWAYS check for homework and class assignments posted DAILY on my web site listed above.  Assignments DO NOT APPEAR ON Q until they are graded. Homework is due at the beginning of the period for the day it is scheduled; any assignment turned in after that receives half credit until the end of the unit at which time any incomplete work drops to a zero.  The only exceptions are writing assignments and projects, which will be accepted until the end of each quarter but with reduced credit.  The grading scale is standard—90-100% (A), 80-89% (B), 70-79% (C), 60-69% (D), and below 60% (F).
ATTENDANCE  Attend class regularly and participate in all learning activities.  All CVUSD and TOHS attendance policies and procedures will be followed in this class.  Students may be dropped from the class due to  excessive truancies, absences, and/or tardies.  Students are also expected to make up all work assigned and/or due during any absence—excused or unexcused.
WHAT YOU WILL NEED
Textbook or assigned novel/non-fiction selection
(Core literature works covered in 9CP include To Kill a Mockingbird, Of Mice and Men, The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, and excerpts from The Odyssey.  Additionally, reading may also extend to A Raisin in the Sun or The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.)

*Three-ring binder with five dividers (grammar, vocabulary, literature, tests/quizzes, and homework/projects) 
   and notebook paper.  The binder has already been provided as part of the Pre-EThOS academy experience.
*Black (or blue) and red pens and two highlighters (different colors)
(* indicates suggested items)
WHAT WE ARE GOING TO STUDY THIS YEAR
Students of English 9CP/Pre-EThOS explore major literary genres—short story, fiction, nonfiction, drama, poetry and epic.  The works studied incorporate timeless universal themes and showcase suspense, humor, dramatic discovery, and personal challenge and conquest. 
Within the context of these great works, we will take a closer look at the tools writers use.  We will examine narrative style and point of view, facts, details, supporting evidence, opinions, persuasive techniques, cause and effect, generalizations, denotation and connotation, analogies, metaphors and similes, and critical interpretation.  The English 9CP textbook contains an extensive guide to literary terms, grammar, mechanics and common usage. 

Studying great writing also helps you find and develop your own style for the varied assignments that will become part of your high school experience as well as for your work during college and career.  You will write a personal narrative, a research report, an argument essay which may synthesize fiction and non-fiction, and two business letters.  As you prepare to write, you will have ample opportunity to study and practice the essential elements of grammar, usage and mechanics including:

· Recognizing parts of speech

· Using proper punctuation and capitalization
· Editing and proofreading

· Formulating topic sentences with supporting details and commentary

· Organizing an effective argument with support from both fiction and non-fiction

· Building vocabulary through context clues and word parts (roots, prefixes and suffixes)
· Employing a variety of phrases and sentence structure for more sophisticated writing style

· Analyzing and summarizing written as well as verbal and visual media, focusing on effective style

HELPFUL HINTS

· Make sure you have the phone number of at least two of your classmates you can contact for homework information if you are not sure you understand what is due.  I post homework DAILY, and you should refer to my web site to verify assignments.  

· Even if there is no specific homework assigned, STUDY AND REVIEW DAILY for at least 15 minutes.  Continuing with outside reading is a great way to expand your vocabulary and provide perspective on ideas and themes we will be discussing.

· Don’t wait until it’s too late—see me for help as soon as you think you need it!

PLEASE TAKE THIS COURSE OF STUDY HOME, READ IT TOGETHER WITH YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN, AND RETURN IT BY AUGUST 23, SIGNED BY BOTH OF YOU.
Student:  I have read this course of study and am aware of the policies outlined above.  I will keep this information.
 
Print name: _____________________ Period: ____ Signature: ____________________________________
 
Parent:  I have read this course of study and have discussed it with my student. 
If he/she DOES NOT have his/her own cell phone, please initial here so a card will be provided for the attendance slot (in the cell phone pocket bag):  ______
 
Print name: _______________________________ Signature: ____________________________________
Preferred contact phone number (home, cell, work)_________________________________________
Parent’s email address________________________________________________________________

     Please contact me about chaperoning and/or driving opportunities within the Pre-EThOS program as 

     well as participation in upcoming Booster Club activities.
*****

If you wish, please also use the space below to share something about your student—personality, love/hate relationship with English, strengths, motivators, life-changing events, etc.  Many thanks!
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